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MISGAV ‘Spreads Its Wings’
At Winter Camp

Rabbi Mordechai Leib Weisz delivers a well attended shiur in sefer Sfas
Emes. Also seen are the Rosh Hakohol Reb Avrohom Shulem Moskowitz
(R.) and the Rosh Yeshivah in Vienna, Harav Yosef Weinberg.

The annual Omein Campaign boys’ event took place in NW London on
Sunday, with guest speaker Rabbi Aharon Denderowitz, inspiring a large
crowd of young boys about the importance and beauty of making brachos
and answering amen.

Misgav’s weeklong winter
camp ’13 was a huge success!
Misgav campers, a group of
women with physical and
learning disabilities, together
with a group of enthusiastic
carers, spent their week this
winter
“spreading
their
wings” with a butterfly theme
at Mon Bijou, Bournemouth.
Head counsellors Miss Esther
Blum and Miss Zissy Silber,
supported by their wonderful
crew, ensured that each
camper benefited from and
enjoyed every minute of
camp. The hostel was beautifully decorated by the counsellors, adding its special
touch to Misgav’s “happy family” of 23 young women.
Spirits soared with each passing minute as the fun-packed
programme moved from one
activity to another.
The well-planned itinerary
boasted a variety of stimulating and exciting day trips. The
first day of camp kicked off
with a full day out at the
Longleat Safari park, including a spectacular view of the
animals and the thrill at being
so close to them, fascinating
animal shows, a cruise on the
lake surrounding the safari,
and lots of fun and laughter.
More day trips folded one
into another, as campers skied
the width and length of the
snowtrax centre, wondered
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At the recent Shabbos Hisachdus of the Belz Tzohar organisation, held in
Stamford Hill.

that there would be a religious
community again in Germany,
and to ever come back here again.
What is happening here is truly
amazing and a real kiddush
Hashem,” Rabbi Roberg commented.
Rebbetzin Miriam Roberg,
whose grandparents were original members of the prewar
Adass Jisorel, said, “Nowadays,
you don’t only find human diamonds in Antwerp, London,
Israel and Paris, but here in
Berlin, too.
“Under the guidance of the
Rabbanim, the members are
unbelievably committed to a
striving community life and
Torah values. I feel we have
come full circle again.”
Many of the members of the
new kehillah are graduates of
Yeshivas Beis Zion and the
Midrasha seminary in Berlin.
Prior to accepting the current role, the Robergs were
involved for ten years in the
development of those two institutions, which have been
attracting students from both
Germany and abroad.

excitedly who would have the
winning score at bowling,
tried their hands at pottery
and enjoyed a trip to the gym
with activities including disabled-friendly trampolines,
gym, a splash in the pool and
more.
Evenings found the campers and counsellors sitting
round the table socialising
and making friends. Camp
Mother Mrs. Esti Simons
from Manchester and the
camp heads facilitated lively
and meaningful discussions
and socials, amongst them
challah baking. Mrs. Simons
has accompanied Misgav’s
residential camps over the
past five years and is a great
asset to the camp, which
would not be the same without her valuable input!
Shabbos was a highlight!
For some campers living in
supported living, it was a very
moving experience to watch
the “Camp Mother” bentch
licht and then be greeted by a
warm, loving “Gut Shabbos.”
Shabbos seudos were replete
with singing, chatter and
healthy positive attention
from counsellors. Tasty and
generous food, catered by
Goldstein’s catering, added its
special touch. Shabbos culminated in an entertaining talent show, where each camper
surprised herself and her

Other members have especially moved from other cities
in Germany and even from
abroad to join this unique community.
Kahal Addas Yisroel is today
the only kehillah in Germany
established on principles of
Torah observance.
Michael Gruenberg, member
of the board of directors of the
Central Council of Jews in
Germany, stated that if German
Jewry is hoping for a real
future, it should take an example of the new kehillah, which
adheres strongly to Torah values.
The nearby religious-based
Lauder kindergarten, elementary and high schools are well
attended by the kehillah members. The kindergarten has
reached its full capacity, with a
very long waiting list.
“Our children are growing
up, and we want them to be in a
place where there are institutions based on Torah values,”
says community member
Rebbetzin Hadassa Halpern,
née Stefansky, originally from
Manchester, whose husband
Rav Moshe Halpern from
London is the rosh beis midrash
of the Rabbinical seminary in

friends displaying beautiful
and often hidden talents! A
festive melaveh malkah,
arranged by the campers
themselves, proved to be the
cherry on the most wonderful
Shabbos pie!
The young women were
encouraged to partake in the
setting-up of meals, clearing
up and general daily chores.
Valuable independent and
hands-on learning skills were
taught throughout the weeklong trip, which will help some
of the women in their transition to supported living.
Thank you to our hardworking head counsellors and
team, for their wonderful and
positive input before and during camp. Misgav’s goals of
“enjoy and achieve” were met
with a smashing success. As
one of the campers’ parents
said, “Although it was a week
of wind and rain — for the girls
it was a week of sunshine.”
Misgav provides a stimulating programme of sport and
arts activities, including
swimming, music, gym netball, food and nutrition
(where the participants cook
and then eat the weekly dinner), cycling, pottery and art
therapy. The sessions provide
a relaxing setting for women
with disabilities to learn new
skills and improve their physical and emotional health.

Berlin. She happily notes that
“the community has got all the
facilities you’d expect of a
Jewish community, and we felt
we can call this home.”
An emotional ceremony was
held at the Beth Zion
Synagogue on Jan. 28th, as the
former Mashgiach of the
Telshe Yeshivah in Cleveland,
Harav Yechezkel Munk, Reb
Yehuda Munk, Harav Azaria
Hildesheimer and Prof. Dr.
Meir Hildesheimer gave a
signed letter of endorsement to
the head of the new kehillah,
Mr. Doron Rubin, and the
community
Rabbi,
Rabbi
Roberg.
Mr. Rubin stressed, “We are
aware of the historic responsibility towards the values of the
prewar Adass Jisroel and its
original members, and are
grateful for their moral support.”
The ceremony was attended
by many dignitaries, including
the Mara D’asra of the Jewish
community of Berlin, Harav
Yitzchak Ehrenberg, as well as
the Secretary of Berlin for
Cultural Affairs Dr. Andre
Schmitz, who declared himself
a loyal friend of the new community.

